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Sharing is Good, Right?



Four Distribution Channels that Matter
• Facebook

o FB Connect vs Apps?

• Twitter
o One and two way integration, newsfeed / search 

• Blogs
o Comments / Sidebars

• Email
o One and two way integration

• And don’t forget: Search, iPhone, API



Facebook Connect: The Pros and Cons

• Reduce the registration 
hurdle

• Built in distribution

• Real identity

• Help new users find 
friends

• No email address

• Rules might change



Widget Best Practices

• Accessibility based on target host
• Flash vs. JavaScript, default dimensions

• Fresh content / simplicity

• Customization vs. share-ability

• Go light on the branding

• Consider the backlinks

• Solve for the big properties first 
(TypePad, Wordpress, Blogger, etc.) 
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Handouts



Widget Resources

RSS to Widget Converters Widgetbox, Newsgator, 
Springwidgets

Widget Analytics and 
Sharing Infrastructure

Clearspring, Gigya

Content Sharing 
Infrastructure

AddThis, ShareThis, Meebo

Directories / Distribution Widgetbox

Blogs sexywidget.com, 
widgetslab.com, 
widgify.com



Widgets and Backlinks

Widgets provide an unmatched 
opportunity to generate large numbers 
of organic, targeted, one way, inbound 
links

– Link must be crawlable HTML
– Experiment with your anchor text
– Don’t forget about deep links
 Links must be on topic 



Mitigating the Downside 
of Facebook Connect

Lack of an Email Address Ask for an email address in 
addition to the FB Connect 
login.

Lack of Control Maintain a parallel 
registration system.
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